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M This book is the eighth volume in “sacred defense photography” series which were published under
the title of “imposed war”. Most of these volumes were published hastily during the sacred defense
without any subjective order as they were just part of an attempt to record part of Iran’s contemporary
history. But now with ample time and photographs in hand, it seemed logical that new volumes should
have an independent topic. This is the second of these books, titled “Khorramshahr”, containing pho-
tographs taken by many photographers of sacred defense.

In preparing this book best efforts are taken to keep the lay out similar to previous volumes with one
exception: apart from general information about each photo, such as place, date, and name of the
photographer, here a short description is included to provide a better perception to viewer. This also
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has created an interesting dramatic narrative. To make these descriptions more accurate, in addition
to information taken from photographer and studying the books and historical records and maps of
the region, the hardship is taken to consult with local people who also have been present in sacred
defense. However, in some rare cases the information provided by those who have been consulted, are
not uniform and compatible, thus the description has remained incomplete.

Here we would like to thank those who have helped creating this book by providing their advice, ideas
and information, including but not limited to Rasul Bahrololoom, Abbas Bahrololoom, Fathollah Jafari,
Mohsen Raastani, Dr. Mohammadreza Abbassi, Seyyed Saleh Mousavi, Abdullah Noorani, Mohammad
Noorani, Azamulsadat Husseini, Sakineh Hoorsi, ....
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Introduction
Khorramshahr lays at the most south-western part of Iran, where the two
great rivers of Karun and Arvand join before pouring into Persian Gulf.

The city has a very long history, going back to Babylon’s time. In the
ancient time it was called Piyan and later, Bayan till 10th century AD.
From this time till 17th century AD it took other names, such as, Bar-
maa, Mehmaanrah, and Mohrazah. In 17th century AD the city changed
its name once again; this time to Mohammarah. Finally in 1935, dur-
ing Reza Khan’s reign, the government approved the present name
of “khorramshahr” for this historical city, a name which has become a
myth to Iranians.

Due to its geo-commercial and trading position, and its location at the
banks of Karun and Arvand rivers, Mohammarah was very important
for Iran. In 1837, Mohammad Shah, the first king of Qajar dynasty,
made the Mohammarah a free trade port. This caused great commer-
cial and trading damages to Basra port. The Ruler of Baghdad who was
not happy with this decision of Mohammad Shah, asked British for a
solution to this problem. The Ruler was lucky because Britain, kin in
establishing a strong foothold near her competitor, Russia, by occupy-
ing Herat, was also not happy with Mohammad Shah who had laid siege
on Herat, which was part of Fars province of Iran, to eliminate British
interferences in this city.

Ruler of Baghdad with the help and support of British navy and the
excuse of suppressing the revolting tribes of border area bombarded
Mohammarah with cannon balls. The Iranian governor of Mohammarah
escaped and the aggressors entered the city. For three days they killed
the men and took women and children as slaves and plundered and
rubbed and ruined the city.

In 19th century Baghdad was part of Ottoman Empire and its ruler used
to be appointed by Ottoman king. Actions of Ruler of Baghdad were
so horrible that Sultan Mohammad IlI, the Ottoman king, in a letter to
his servant in Baghdad wrote: “Mohammarah is part of Fars province
and you should have not entered the city after suppressing the revolt-
ing tribes. Therefore, Mohammarah should be handed back immedi-
ately...”

However the problem did not solve so fast and easy and the great pow-
ers of those days, Russia and England mediated in the matter in a hate-
ful way. Four years later, although Amir Kabir, the prime minister and
Iranian representative in these negotiations used the Ottoman king’s
letter as evidence of Iran’s right to the city, these powers forced Iran to
renounce Iranian ownership of Suleimanieh province (in present Iraq) in
order to preserve ownership of Mohammarah.

But due to Britain’s conspiracy the unrest in Herat continued and it was
Nasser-e-Din Shah’s turn to employ army in 1855 to ensure Iranian rule
in that part of the country. Once again Britain repeated its previous
experience. In order to pressure Iran, they violated Iran’s sovereignty
and British navy invaded Khark Island, Bushehr, and Mohammarah. The
commander of Iranian army in Mohammarah escaped and the city easily
fell to the hands of enemy. Once again foreign governments mediated;
this time France. In the Paris pact, Nasser-e-Din Shah had to accept the
seclusion of Herat and Afghanistan from Iran just for the sake of keep-
ing Mohammarah as part of country.

In 1908, when the first oil well produced the black gold in Masjed Soley-
man, the smell of oil made Mohammarah more important for Britain
because of her geographical position at Arvand River bank.

As said, in 1935 Reza Khan’s cabinet changed the name of the city to
“Khorramshahr”, which means “the cheerful city”. Six years later World
War Il broke out and to speed up and facilitate army movement, British
navy once again took over the city aggressively by force. They built six
jetties at her coast and stayed there till end of World War in 1944.

So the history of Khorramshahr can be summarized as three times inva-
sion and occupation by foreign forces, which for her freedom Iran had
to concede to partition of Suleimanieh province (in Irag), and Afghani-
stan and Herat.

By mid 1940’s Britain lost its power in Middle East and was replaced by
a younger super power named United State of America. So America and
Soviet Union became the main power players in this region.

In the last years of her role in Middle East, Britain in competition with
U.S.S.R. tried hard to limit and control Iran’s influence by mobilizing and
uniting local Arab countries against Iran, an experience which had been
successful 30 years ago, during Ottoman Dynasty. Britain started rumors
about the three Iranian islands of Greater Tunb and Lesser Tunb and Abu
Musa belonging to Arabs and calling Persian Gulf as Arabian Gulf. But
their conspiracy for Khorramshahr was to create border disputes.

As per usual international regulations the line of deepest points is con-
sidered as river border line. But Britain’s government, who was control-
ling Irag, named the Iranian bank as border. So Khorramshahr became a
border city with no share of Arvand River. This unjustified and unilateral
decision remained so till 1975, when Shah of Iran and Saddam Hussein,
who was Iraqg’s vice president, agreed in Algeria that the border will be
the deepest line of the river.

Upon victory of Islamic Revolution of Iranian people on 11th February
1979, the regional political balance changed against American interests
due to the loss of this strong allay.

During the next two years Americans tried all possible ways to break
this young revolution including but not limited to economic and trade
sanctions, stopping official political relations, and even planning coups.
And when all schemes failed and hopelessness prevailed, they decided
to try the Britain’s historical experience by using pan Arabism against
Iran, an experience which has been effective many times within the last
one and a half century. Thus U.S.A. supported Saddam’s ambitious mili-
tary plans to invade Iran. Two months before the official breaking of the
war, this support was communicated to Saddam by Zbigniew Brezinski,
the security advisor to Jimmy Carter, the American president; and later
on by Donald Rumsfield, Reagan’s special envoy, and Reagan’s foreign
advisor, Richard W. Murphy.

Khorramshahr geographically rests at 30" 27" north and 48° 11" east
with a height of 8 meters above sea level. Khorramshahr County bor-
ders Ahwaz County at north, Arvand River and Abadan Island at south,
Mahshahr port at east, and Iran-Irag border at its west. The county has
a salty flat desert in which the highest hill has a height of 250 meters

only. The water for agriculture comes from Karun, Arvand and Bahman-
shir Rivers. Khorramshahr lays 1055 kilometers southwest of Tehran,
131 kilometer south of Ahwaz and 15 kilometers north of Abadan. The
yearly average rainfall is only 94.5 millimeter. But in the good old days,
the city had a port and custom house full of goods, and its Bazaar was
quite busy and crowdy, where people were shopping; and a memorative
river, very memorative....

Before war, Khorramshahr, the beautiful and peaceful city at the south-
west of Iran, was famous due to her port. Khorramshahr was the most
important Iranian port which lay at one end of Iran’s railway, and was
one of the most important cities of the country. The people, if not na-
tive of the city, were emigrants who had come from other parts of Iran
and had lived there for many long years and now were considered na-
tive. Some were weaving mats and producing Arabic clothes; some were
farmers and cattle producers; some were fishers who used to sell fishes
in Fish Market; and some were traders who were traveling to nearby
countries to earn their living.

The nature of the city was humid and warm, and this warmness had
affected the nature of the people. The bank of the large and deep river
was a place for rest and fun. In the afternoons elders would give their
tiredness to the river to be passed to sea, and children would swim in it
to overcome the summer hit. Streets and alleys were reminders of good
old memories. Khorramshahr was a happy and prosperous city at the
end of Persian Gulf. Indeed it was Khorramshahr, the cheerful city. Till
the day enemy arrived and invaded the city.

Seeing the photos of old Khorramshahr for those who have never lived
in this city, may be, is just a simple recording of this historical city. But
for those who have lived in Khorramshahr and fought till the end to
keep it from enemy, they have higher meanings: it is an experience that
could not be explained easily.

This book contains only a few of numerous photos, which tells part of
Khorramshahr’s history, with many untold secrets in them; untold se-
crets which could be understood only by those who have been familiar
with the city.
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The city’s old bridge, Feb. 1965, photo from IRNA archive / view of the bridge from Kutsheikh
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Kutsheikh - Byandore Street, early 1960’s, photo from IRNA archive / Khorramshahr - Abadan shuttle taxi station
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The city’s old bridge, early 1960’s, photo from IRNA archive / River’s bank, near Bridge Karun’s bank, 16Th may 1973, photo from Keyhan archive / the pedestrian stair at the city’s old bridge
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Karun’s bank, early 1960’s, photo from IRNA archive / river coast; a play ground and fishing place for Khorramshahr’s children
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Kutsheikh, March 1973, photo from Keyhan archive / passenger and cargo rowboat station at the Karun’s bank
A\




e e | P S

A -
G 4 (SOE) (ol s o 3 29 Sl b 5 3o | 5l 3T 151 o AFBF (ot 59,85 05,

Aiouo iyl (yo0 6 yguall- i 9 I (OM) (ol £ 5L g (0 Blazmoll 15 0 gl ¢33y lanadl Ji5 18Y 1= Lo o395 po
Karun River, Feb 1976, photo from IRNA archive / carrying passengers from Chasbi (Enghelab) street to Kutsheikh by rowboats
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Kutsheikh, Jan. 1965, photo from IRNA archive / the passenger boat station at the Karun’s bank
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Train Station, March 1973, photo from Keyhan archive
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Train Station, early 1970’s, photo from Keyhan archive / the loading and discharging area for cargo trains
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Port’s Jetty, 7th Feb. 1972, photo from Keyhan archive / the loading and discharging area for heavy cargos Khorramshahr port, early 1960’s, photo from IRNA archive
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A 71 . A . . 7 .

otok8 e 5 Lo 5130 oo | e 30T 151 Sl IFOY (el (s5leg) (o ool blos Slor oo 54 55 3 o559 ian bl fbs s | 5l 3T 151 S IFBY c(sglgo ol

Ol Ao il cyo Q%&Wd@jy%,@‘—ﬁoﬁtf—\‘WAQ«:)Le—;U.H

Imam Khomeini Street (ex-Pahlavi Street), 1973, photo from Keyhan archive / Near Bazaar Safa and old police station Moulavi Street, 1973, photo from Keyhan archive / Shaitan Bazaar - peddlers and vegetable sellers
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Fish Market (Samacheh), 1973, photo from Keyhan archive / River coast, in front of Sobeeha neighborhood Seif Bazaar, 1973, photo from Keyhan archive
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Khorramshahr’s mass resistance

From March 1980, i.e. six months before Saddam invades Iran officially, Iragi army started
preparing itself for the war: bulldozers dug trenches and canals and embankments; army
forces installed barbed wires and planted mines and made entrenchments and fortified their
borders. Also, time to time they shelled Iranian border stations. These attacks became so
repetitious that the Khorramshahr branch of Islamic Revolutionary Guards- which was estab-
lished only a year ago- had to send a few of its personnel to help the ordinary border forces
of Gendarmerie. In June 1980 two of the Guards were martyred in one of the Iraqgi border
attacks, but Iranians restraint from answering theses firing. Gradually border took a war like
situation, though officially the war had not started and Iranian officials gave any importance
to these small shelling.

On 12th September 1980 once again Iraqi army shelled a Revolutionary Guard Post along the
border and martyred another Guard. This time Revolutionary Guards answered the fires and
the fight continued sporadically. On September the 17th it was announced that in Iraqi parlia-
ment, Saddam invalidated and nullified the 1975 Algeria agreement, and his deputy said that
Saddam’s army intends to capture 1300 sqg. kilometer of Khuzestan province by force, which
he claimed was part of Iraq. Thus Saddam officially started the war.

But in Khorramshahr everything was more or less peaceful. It was middle of September
1980. The schools were opening in few days and people were getting their children ready
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for school. The revolutionary and anti-revolutionary groups and parties also were arranging
large demonstrations against each other. The demonstrations were supposed to be held on
23rd September, which was the 1st day of schools. City had not seen such excitement since
last year’s incidents.

During May-June 1979, a small group who were calling themselves as “Khalq-e-Arab” (Arab
people), took arms in order to takeover the city by mostly killing Iranian Arabs. They said
they wanted autonomy for Khuzestan province. But in fact they were armed and supported
by Saddam’s government. They even had chosen a new name for Khuzestan: Arabestan prov-
ince. On 29th and 30th May a small war broke out between Islamic Revolutionary Guards and
the members of the “Khalg-e-Arab” gangs. The separatists were defeated and their leaders
escaped to Iraq and some remained behind to spy for their masters in Baghdad.

From 12th September 1981, when Iran-Iraq border had become restless, older boys and girls
in Khorramshahr were told that there is a high possibility that Iragi army would attack the
city. People were called to gather in the city’s stadium. Those who had a car and were richer
were getting ready to leave their homes. The city was quite yet humming with excitement.
Suddenly around noon on 21st September 1980 heavy artillery rained on the city and ordinary
life was disrupted.

Twelve divisions of Iragi army crossed their borders and entered Iranian territories, but only
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two armored brigades were assigned to capture Khorramshahr. Iragi commanders believed
these two brigades are enough for this task.

People without taking their valuables left their houses and their town for Ahwaz and other
cities by any means of transportation. Mohammad Jahanara, the commander of Revolutionary
Guard forces in Khorramshahr, ordered his units to enlist volunteers in the Khorramshahr’s
Grand (Jaame) Mosque. Volunteers would get weapon, mostly the old M-1 rifle, against their
ID card. The number of volunteers was so much, and the weapons were scarce. Weaponless
volunteers had to follow an armed fighter to use his weapon in case its owner is martyred
or injured.

Women and girls gathered in the Grand Mosque to cook food and nurse the injured or guide
the fighters who have arrived from nearby cities. In a very short time the Grand Mosque be-
came the commanding center and headquarters of defending forces, as well as support and
rescue center. Or more, it became heart of the city.

The Iranian mariners and commandos came to Khorramshahr from the port. Some army and
gendarmerie personnel, with no regards to their ranks, joined them as well. Along with Revo-
lutionary Guards and people of Khorramshahr, they created a wall and fought till the end. They
fought and defended Khorramshahr shoulder to shoulder, and were martyred side by side.

It took a week for Iragi army to reach suburb of Khorramshahr from border and then a house
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to house war started, a hard fight which made the dream of victory to a strange nightmare.
However the resistance forces were also busy. Although they were ill-trained and ill-equipped
and not properly coordinated, they were highly motivated. Even girls of Khorramshahr were
fighting, or guiding the fighters who were arriving from other cities, or running as couriers.
The Iranian warriors continued to fight long after they were cut off. They contested every cen-
timeter of enemy’s advance, by attacking or counter attacking Iraqi forces. Iranian defenders,
were inclined towards martyrdom, held the Saddam’s soldiers, who were afraid of death, at
bay for 34 days. It was a heavy fight as only a few defenders had to face more than a division
of Iraqi army.

On October 25th, Khorramshahr was left with only a few defenders. All Iranian fighters were
martyred or injured. When all defenders were martyred or injured, the west part of the city fell
to the hands of Iragi army. But there was nobody in the city, except Amir Rafiee, who sat with
his plastered leg and his machine gun in the Farmandari square and waited for the enemy to
arrive. And then he was never seen.

Those who stayed and fought understood the meaning of Khorramshahr War with their flesh
and blood. But those who have not seen the reality, then may be these photos can help
them to grasp and visualize it. A reality which now is called: “the myth of Khorramshahr’s
resistance”.
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Seif Bazaar, 6th Oct 1979, photo from Keyhan archive / few minutes after explosion of a bomb planted
by a terrorist group called “Khalgh-e-arab”.
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Korramshahr, 6th June 1979, photo from Keyhan archive / state of emergency due to conflicts within the city
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Port warehouses, Oct 1980, photo by Rasul Mollagholipoor / goods burning due to Iragi shelling
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Enghelab (Chasbi) street - Ferdousi cross, Oct 1980, photo by Rasul Mollagholipoor / the city under Iragi gun fire, transportation of wounded by few remaining
ambulances in the city
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Grand Mosque (Masjed Jaame), 25th Sept. 1980, photo by Saeed Sadeghi / Saba Vatankhah, a Khorramshahri girl, gives food ration to defenders
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Grand Mosque (Masjed Jaame), 25th Sept. 1980, photo by Saeed Sadeghi / Reza Maghsoudi, Hadie Peiro, Seyyed Mohammad Mesbah, get-
ting ready to go to the war front
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City alleys, Sept. 1980, photo by Reza Deghatti / people getting ready to defend city against enemy
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Imam Khomeini Street, in front of Justice Office, 25th Sept. 1980, photo by Saeed Sadeghi / shelling of the city by Iragi army Enghelab (Chasbi) street, 27th Sept 1980, photo by Saeed Sadeghi / transferring warriors to war fronts
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Khorramshahr, Sept. 1980, photo from Khuzestan Resistance Forces archive-(martyr) Majid Mansouri / the fighting and nursing girls of Khorramshahr
guide defenders to front lines in and around the city
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Khorramshahr, Sept. 1980, photo by Naser Derakhshan / a woman gives water to defenders who are
leaving for front lines
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Khorramshahr, Sept. 1980, photo by Seifullah Sheikhie / the last days of resistance
forces in the city before it falls to the hands of enemy
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Custom House at the end of Ferdousi Street, Sept. 1980, photo by Rasul Mollagholipoor / a resting place for
women and defenders during early days of the war which later on became one of the main fighting points
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Khorramshahr, Sept. 1980, photo by Mohsen Shandeez / the days of resistance
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Electricity Administration’s House Complex, Sept. 1980, photo by Rasul Mollagholipoor / the military personnel

of Dej Barrack are joining the defenders of the city
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Khorramshahr, Sept. 1980, photo by Rasul Mollagholipoor / Revolutionary Guards, Marine Commandos and ordinary people, all together
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Custom House at the end of Ferdousi Street, Sept. 1980, photo by Rasul Mollagholipoor / marine commandos
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