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The Familiar Land , A visual narrative of visiting war zones
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About the Book / The familiar land is the chronicles of a journey to a land, from where
31 years before publication of this book, Iraq started its unequal and imposed war and
where many brave men and women sacrificed their lives defending their homeland
against enemy invasion. 20 years after the end of the war, the veterans and the devo-
tees travel to the land during the New Year holidays to visit and relive the memories.
Through this collection of books, the publishers have tried not only to portray the event
from an artistic angle, but also to promote the visual narration of history in the country,
and with the grace of God this effort will continue.
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Saeed Faraji — 1981, Tehran

Press photographer, 2000 - 2009
Holder of Artistic Grade 2
(MA.Photography), 2008

Projects undertaken:

Exchange, 2006 — 2009

Travellers to Light, 2007- 2009

Bam Earthquake, 2004

Somalia (the last child of Somalia ), 2011
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Khoramshahr, March 2007/ the bus carrying the visitors has
entered the city.
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Khoramshahr / On 17th September 1980, Saddam Hussein unilaterally abrogated the
1974 Algiers Treaty previously signed between Iran and Irag to determine their com-
mon frontier. In an announcement broadcast on Iragi radio and television he said: “We
have taken our historical decision for complete sovereignty over our territory and water
and we will stand up against anyone who ignores this legal decision.”

It was after this speech that the countdown for the war started, and scaled up to full
fledged level on 21st September 1980 with the bombardment of Iranian airports and
the innocent people in a number of cities, including Khoramshahr, by the Iragi planes.
Khoramshahr was among the first targets of Baath regime’s attacks. Given their famil-
jarity with the region, the city’s defenders, consisting mostly of local residents and a
number of students, headed by Martyr Mohammad Jahan Ara, the then commander
of Khoramshahr's Revolutionary Guards, were able to withstand the assault for 35 days
with a minimum arms and ammunitions. Finally on 26th October 1980, the last defend-
ers, who had exhausted their ammunitions and could no longer resist the pressure, re-
treated from the city. After 578 days of occupation by the Baathist forces, Khoramshahr
was freed forever on 24th May 1982 by the Revolutionary Guards, the Islamic Republic
of Iran army and the Basij (Mobilization) Resistance forces, who were all commanded by
Ahmad Motevaselian after 21 days of joint operation code named as the Beitol Mogha-
dass Operations. Years after the end of the war, people still flock to this city to visit and
honor Khoramshahr and its congregational mosque, which has become the symbol of
the city's resistance.
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The Congregational Mosque, Khoramshahr, March 2007/
Visitors enter the Congregational Mosque, the symbol of
Khoramshahr's resistance.
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Around Congregational Mosque, Khoram-
shahr, March 2007/ Lunch spread after the
visit to the Mosque.

NAYAZ 328 3 o—iion , 2 gl dzmmnn bl

The Courtyard of the Congregational Mosque,
Khoramshahr, March 2007.
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Khoramshahr, March 2007/ The ship damaged in the Iragi

Museum of Resistance, Khoramshahr, March 2007/
attacks has for years been stranded on the banks of Ka-

Visitors have come to the Museum to see the
spoils of war in Khoramshahr.

roon River.




i 1__ ..._.w ..-...{...n.“{...-m__m .. ;

...r ._r__..u

x r___L.

”-Inulﬂ......_l.._....f .-__....-_._r.rrl_fL t

W, o el

!y Q&&.g

s i = il

sl G NYAZ 0859, 8 pin 5 Caaglio 0580

4 bt Kz )))90 )0 a5 Jloailo ey ST s

M‘@S‘;o)ﬁ_n

.\Y‘A;wa)j)_é‘)w)_&sm’u»ajg_n

Museum of Resistance, Khoramshahr, March 2007/
Visitors have come to the Museum to see the spoils

of war in Khoramshahr.

Museum of Resistance, Khoramshahr,

March 2007.
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The minaret of Congregational Mosque,
Khoramshahr, March 2007.
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Shalamcheh, March 2007/ People have come to visit the
graves of unknown martyrs of Karbala 5 operations.
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Shalamcheh / The Shalamche general zone starts from the western limits of Khoramshahr
and extends deep into the heart of Iraqi territory. Shalamche has been considered from
the beginning as a sensitive border region and a number of border posts, including the
Shalamche station, the Momeni station and the Khin Station had the duty of protection the
region. A few days before the all out war by Iraq, the Shalamche border posts and villages
were the targets of occasional mortar attacks and the mud brick houses were destroyed
one after the other. After the conquest of Khoramshahr, Shalamche was once again freed
by the combatants. In winter of 1987 and during the great operation of Karbala 5, they
passed the borders, and after conquering Irag’s Shalamche they reached Basra city walls.
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Shalamcheh, March 2007/ Years after the end of the im-
posed war, a wounded veteran has returned to this land to
visit the site of his friends” martyrdom.
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The graves of unknown martyrs, Shalam- Shalamcheh, March 2007/ People have come to visit despite
cheh, March 2007.

the heavy rainfall.
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Shalamcheh, March 2007/ Shalamcheh past
Shalamcheh, March 2007. and present.
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Shalamcheh, March 2007/ Children play with war imple-
ments left behind by Iragi army.
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Shalamcheh, March 2007.
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Shalamcheh, Dec 2008/ The funerals of a martyr who has

returned home 20 years after the end of the war.
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Shalamcheh, Dec 2008/ Eager people from all around the Shalamcheh, Dec 2008/ years after the end of the war a
country have come to Shalamche to take part in the funeral number of martyrs are exchanged with the bodies of Iraqi
of martyrs.

soldiers.
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